
`

`

EARLY YEARS Support
for practitioners

Autumn term 2026

DSPL7

St Albans District, Harpenden and Villages
Redbourn, Wheathampstead and Kimpton



`

Calendar Dates 3

Hertfordshire Autism Training (HAT) 5

Herts Mental Health Leads Network 9

Early Years Service - Therapeutic Approach to Behaviour 10

EY’s Autism Wellbeing and behavior Lite Bite training 11

Early Years Service - drop in sessions 14

Electric umbrella - Little Brollies 17

Supporting Links 19

Fun with Sounds 25

Rucksack 26

SEND Chat and Play 27

Beezee Families 28

VSEND EY’s Training 29

Childrens Practitioner workshops 30

DSPL7 & Vista Coffee Morning 31

Neurodiversity Support Hub and Herts Support Services 25

This booklet outlines the courses and services that are being run by external providers during the

Autumn term 2026 to support families and professionals. Please visit the relevant websites to book.
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`
Calendar Dates

September 2026 October 2026 November 2026 December 2026

8.9.26  DSPL7 FIF Update
14.9.26 FIF Application deadline
16.9.26 Early Behaviour Solutions
22.9.26 TA Solutions 
23.9.26 EF Skills project SLT session
28.9.26 FIF Cluster meeting week
29.9.26 Board Meeting

6.10.26 SENCO Forurm
6.10.26 MH/Early EBSNA Consultations
13.10.26 Primary ‘Behaviour At Risk’ 
13.10.26 TA Academy - Demand Avoidance
14.10.26 FIF Panel
14.10.26 EF Skill project 3  Deep Diverd

14.10.26 Secondary Pastoral Network
20.10.26 SEND Solutions

4.11.26 EY’s Primary MH Pastoral Network
4.11.26 EF Skills project whole staff twilight
6.11.26 Cedars application deadline
9.11.26 FIF Application deadline
11.11.26 Early Behaviour Solutions
17.11.26 HFL Autumn SEND Briefing
17.11.26  MH/Early EBSNA Consultations
18.11.26 TA Academy - Class reintegration
18.11.26 TA Solutions 
19.11.26 Cedars Panel
23.11.26 FIF Cluster meeting week

1.12.26 Primary ‘Behaviour At Risk’
9.12.26 FIF Panel 
9.12.26 Early Behaviour Solutions 

January 2027 February 2027 March 2027 April 2027

11.1.27 FIF Application deadline
12.1.27 TA Solutions 
13.1.27 Early Behaviour Solutions
18.1.27 FIF Cluster meeting week
19.1.27 SENCO Forum
19.1.26 MH/Early EBSNA Consultations
20.1.27 TA Academy - EF Skills

2.2.27 Primary Behaviour ‘At Risk’ 
3.2.27 FIF Panel 
9.2.27 SEND Solutions
10.2.27 Early Behaviour Solutions
15.2.26 FIF Application deadline
23.2.27 EF Skills project review session 1
24.2.27 TA Solutions 
26.2.27 Cedars application deadline

1.3.27 FIF Cluster Week 
9.3.27 EY’s Primary MH Pastoral Network 
10.3.27 Early Behaviour Solutions
10.3.27 TA Academy - Non-verbal learners
10.3.27 Secondary Pastoral Network
11.3.27 Cedars panel
15.3.27 HFL Spring SEND Briefing 
17.3.27 FIF Panel
23.3.27 Primary Behaviour ‘At Risk’
23.3.27 MH/Early EBSNA Consultations
24.3.27 SEND Information Fair 

14.4.27 Early Behaviour Solutions
21.4.27 TA Academy - Sensory Circuits
26.4.27 FIF Application deadline
28.4.27 SENCO Forum

May 2027 June 2027 July 2027 SEND Coffee Mornings

4.5.27 Primary Behaviour ‘At Risk’ 
5.5.27 TA Solutions  
10.5.27 FIF Cluster meeting week 
11.5.27 SEND Solutions
19.5.27 Early Behaviour solutions
25.5.27 FIF Panel
25.5.27 MH/Early EBSNA Consultations

7.6.27 EY’s Transition
8.6.27 Harpenden Year 6-7 Transition
9.6.27 St Albans Year 6-7 Transition
9.6.27 Secondary Pastoral Network 
10.6.27 EY’s Primary MH Pastoral Network
11.6.27 Cedars application deadline
14.6.27 FIF Application Deadline 
15.6.27 EF Skills 2  project review sessionnd

15.6.27 TA Solutions 
16.6.27 Early Behaviour Solutions 
23.6.27 HFL Summer SEND briefing
24.6.27 Cedars Panel
28.6.27 FIF Cluster Week 
29.6.27  MH/Early EBSNA Consultations

6.7.27 Primary Behaviour ‘At Risk’ panel
14.7.27 FIF Panel

See individual fliers for further details and
booking options. Local Authority Courses
should be booked directly with the provider.

At The Hub, Fleetville Junior School 9-
12pm 

7.10 .26 Add-Vance - Autism and ADHD 
24.11.26 EY’s Advicory Team and PALMS
26.1.27 Nessie
16.3.27 Ask Sali
12.5.27 MHST 
29.6.27 First Steps 

`
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`Calendar Dates

SENCo Forum HFL Briefings Transition Events EY’s & Primary MH Leads Network Secondary Pastoral Network

Autumn - 6  Octoberth

(Service update 9.30am - 11am) 

Spring - 19  January  th

(Service update 9.30am - 11am) 

Summer - 28  Aprilth

(Service update 9.30am
-11.30am) 

HfL Briefings are fully funded.
SENDCos can attend our face to face
session or join an online webinar

Autumn: 17  Nov (9.30 -11.30am)th

Spring: 17  March (1-3pm)th

Summer: 23  June (1-3pm)rd

Year 6 - 7 Transition meetings

Harpenden 8th June (9am
12pm)
St Albans 9th June (9am -12pm) 

EY’s Transition Morning 
7th June - (9am-12pm)

Meetings are online (1.30pm-3pm)
and organised by public health. To
receive an invite email: Monica
Dell’Aera:
hct.pastoral-network@nhs.net

Wednesday 4th November
Tuesday 9th March 
Thursday 10th June 

Meetings are held at Townsend school
from 4.15pm - 5.30pm). A variety of
guest speakers provide SEMH
updates. 

Wednesday 14th October
Wednesday 10th March
Wednesday 9th June 

Early Behaviour Solutions Primary Behaviour ‘At Risk’ Panel FIF Clusters MH/Early EBSNA Surgery TA Academy

Primary staff can book a 30min slot
between 1-4pm to discuss children
with emerging behaviour difficulties. 

Wednesday 16  Septemberth

Wednesday 11  Novemberth

Wednesday 9  Decemberth

Wednesday 13  January th

Wednesday 10  Februaryth

Wednesday 10  Marchth

Wednesday 14  Aprilth

Wednesday 19  Mayth

Wednesday 16  Juneth

A 30 minute appointment can be
boooked between 9.30am -11am to
discuss CYP at risk of suspension or
permanent exclusion. 

Autumn 1 - 13  Octoberth

Autumn 2 - 1   December st

Spring 1 - 2  Februarynd

Spring 2 - 23  March  rd

Summer 1 - 4  May th

Summer 2 - 6  July th

Aut 1 Applications - 14  Septth

Aut 1 Clusters - w/c 28  Sept th

Aut 2 Applications - 9  Novth

Aut 2 Clusters w/c 23  Nov rd

Spring 1 Applications - 11  Janth

Spring  2 Clusters - w/c 18  Jan th

Summer 1 Applications - 26
April

th

Summer 1 Clusters - w/c 10
May

th

Summer 2 Applications - 14
June

th

Summer 2 Clusters - w/c 28
June

th

SENCos, MH & Pastoral Leads can
book a 30min slot between 3-4.30pm
to discuss concerns.

Autumn 1 - 6  Octoberth

Autumn 2 - 17  Novemberth

Spring 1 - 19  Januaryth

Spring 2 - 23  March rd

Summer 1 - 25  Mayth

Summer 2 - 29th June

All training sessions are online 1.30-
3pm 

Autumn 1 - 13  Octoberth

Demand Avoidance
Autumn 2 - 18  Novemberth

Reintegration into the classroom
Spring 1 - 20  January th

Executive Functioning Skills
Spring 2 - 10th March
Supporting non-verbal learners
Summer 1 - 21st April
Sensory Circuits
Summer 2 - TBC
Fostering Independence

Secondary Behaviour Advice Cedars PSB Panel FIF Panels SEND Solutions TA Solutions

Secondary Inclusion Panel, for
students at risk of Permanent
Exclusion, are held every
fortnight on a Thursday morning. 

Schools can apply to the panel for a 2
term placement for pupils with SEMH
but without an EHCP

Thursday 19  November th

(Applications by 6.11.26)
Thursday 11  March th

(Applications by 26.2.27)
Thursday 24  June th

(Applications by 11.6.27) 

Applications are taken first to the
local cluster meetings.

Autumn 1 - 14  Octoberth

Autumn 2 - 9th December 

Spring 1 - 3  Februaryrd

Spring 2 - 17  March th

Summer 1 - 25  Mayth

Summer 2 - 7  Julyth

SENCo’s/class teachers can book a
20min slot with the Collett outreach
teacher/ DSPL7 SEND lead to discuss
SEND concerns not related to SEMH
or behaviour. 

Autumn term - 20  October (3-4pm)th

Spring term - 9  February (3-4pm)th

Summer term - 11  May (3-4pm)th

TA’s can book a 20min online slot with
DSPL7 team to discuss anything SEND
related to their roles. 

Tues 22  September (9-10am)nd

Tues 18  November (12.30pm-
1.30pm) 

th

Tues 12  January (12.30pm-1.30pm)th

Tues 24  February  (2.30pm-3.30pm) th

Wed 5 May (11.30am - 12.30pm)th

Tues 15  June (1.30pm -2.30pm)th

`
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Early Years - Therapeutic Approaches to
Behaviour (TAB)

10Bookings: 

https://events.hertfordshire.gov.uk/send-academy
https://events.hertfordshire.gov.uk/send-academy


Early Years - Wellbeing & behaviour lite bites

11

Bookings: 

https://events.hertfordshire.gov.uk/send-academy
https://events.hertfordshire.gov.uk/send-academy


Early Years - Therapeutic Approaches to
Behaviour (TAB)

12Bookings: 

https://events.hertfordshire.gov.uk/send-academy
https://events.hertfordshire.gov.uk/send-academy


Early Years - Therapeutic Approaches to
Behaviour (TAB)

Bookings: 
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https://events.hertfordshire.gov.uk/send-academy
https://events.hertfordshire.gov.uk/send-academy


14Julie.Mcelhinney@hertfordshire.gov.uk

Booking link with Julie 

mailto:Julie.Mcelhinney@hertfordshire.gov.uk
https://bookings.cloud.microsoft/bookwithme/user/b81541f4db0f4976be177e430da927f3%40hertfordshire.gov.uk/meetingtype/EvgXBuzZcUuHSS3kI9U0GA2?anonymous&ismsaljsauthenabled
https://bookings.cloud.microsoft/bookwithme/user/b81541f4db0f4976be177e430da927f3%40hertfordshire.gov.uk/meetingtype/EvgXBuzZcUuHSS3kI9U0GA2?anonymous&ismsaljsauthenabled


Early Years Transition Drop in
Sessions

15
Julie.Mcelhinney@hertfordshire.gov.uk

Booking link with Julie 

mailto:Julie.Mcelhinney@hertfordshire.gov.uk
https://bookings.cloud.microsoft/bookwithme/user/b81541f4db0f4976be177e430da927f3%40hertfordshire.gov.uk/meetingtype/EvgXBuzZcUuHSS3kI9U0GA2?anonymous&ismsaljsauthenabled
https://bookings.cloud.microsoft/bookwithme/user/b81541f4db0f4976be177e430da927f3%40hertfordshire.gov.uk/meetingtype/EvgXBuzZcUuHSS3kI9U0GA2?anonymous&ismsaljsauthenabled


Early Years Drop in Sessions for
Childminders

16

Denise.Filer@hertfordshire.gov.uk

Awaiting Autumn Dates

mailto:Denise.filer@hertfordshire.gov.uk
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For more information on Electric Umbrella click here

Email: schools@electricumbrella.org.uk

https://electricumbrella.org.uk/for-schools/early-years/
mailto:schools@electricumbrella.org.uk
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Supporting Links

19Supporting Links Website

https://www.supportinglinks.co.uk/
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Supporting Links

20Supporting Links Website

https://www.supportinglinks.co.uk/
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Supporting Links

21Supporting Links Website

https://www.supportinglinks.co.uk/


Page 10

`

Supporting Links

22Supporting Links Website

https://www.supportinglinks.co.uk/
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Supporting Links

23Supporting Links Website

https://www.supportinglinks.co.uk/
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Supporting Links

24Supporting Links Website

https://www.supportinglinks.co.uk/
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NESSie
EY’s Rucksack - scan QR
to register interest
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VSEND

VSEND free online training is bookable here:

VSEND - Booking link

Early Years VSEND Virtual Training

Date: Tuesday, 1 December, 1:00pm
Location: Online - Microsoft Teams

About this event

VSEND is about supporting inclusion through solution-focused,
person-centred tools, strengthening provision, building an

understanding of need, and enabling engagement with families.

This virtual training is designed for all EY schools and 
settings to help you understand how VSEND can support

 your APDR process. It is ideal for SENCOs and managers who
 want to gain a deeper understanding of VSEND.

This training is aimed at SENCOs and Early Years professionals
 in PVI’s and school settings.

Please note you will receive a link to join in your 
booking confirmation email. Please check this prior to the

 training starting.

https://events.hertfordshire.gov.uk/send-academy/early-years-vsend-virtual-training-1122026
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NESSieHerts Support Services:
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Who are we?

DSPL7 supports parents and carers, staff in early years

settings, schools and further education colleges by ensuring

there is a range of provision and support services within the

St Albans and Harpenden area for children and young people

with additional needs.

01727 519229

www.dspl7.org.uk

DSPL7, The Hub, 228 Hatfield Road, St Albans, AL1 4LW

admin@dspl7.org.uk

dspl7_stalbansandharpenden

Contact Us
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