Using the ‘Cut-up Sentence’ approach to promote independence in writing 
TO AVOID PUPILS COPYING WRITING 
Who are cut up sentences for?
· Children who can think of simple sentences for themselves, but who may have difficulties writing it down.
Cut up sentences supports 
· weak presentation skills such as handwriting and spaces between words 
· poor spelling 
· the child being able to read back what they have written 
· poor working memory resulting in the child forgetting what they want to write
· independence
How to make a cut up sentence
· Start by asking the child all about their ideas.  You may create a mind map to write these down.
· If the child has great ideas that are too tricky for them to write then scribe for them and put in speech marks:  ‘Fruit City is fabulous and so amazingly exciting.  I so wish I could jump on a plane to explore everything’
· The child composes a sentence verbally with the adult. No more than 6 words.  The child should be encouraged to repeat the sentence several times if necessary to correct any errors and to aid memory.
· The adult then writes the sentence out on a strip of paper and reads it together with the child, pointing to each word as read.
· The adult cuts up the sentence, saying each word as it is cut.
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· The child then reassembles the cut up sentence and reads that one through. (Always make sure that the words are muddled up in a random order before giving them back to the child, but orientate each word correctly for the child).
Adaptations:
· Some children may need to match the words to a written sentence.
· Some children may be able to write one or two of the words in place of sticking the word in their book. 
· Some children may benefit from recording the sentence using a talking tin / talking postcard etc. 
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